
Hearing the Word - John 16 – A Little While and Again A Little While 

 

Big Picture: The Second half of Easter 

 John’s Gospel 1-12 Jesus Public Ministry 

 John’s Gospel 13-17 Jesus prepares His disciples for His Passion, Death, Resurrection, and Ascension 

 John’s Gospel 18-20 Death and Resurrection (21) Epilogue 

 

The Upper Room discourse in John’s Gospel – Jesus then, Jesus now; Disciples then, Disciples now 

 

Fellowship with the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit 

 

Focus on Today’s Readings: John 16:12-22 

 
12“I still have many things to say to you, but you 

cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he 

will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he 

hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 

things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he 

will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All 

that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he 

will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
16“A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

and again a little while, and you will see me.” 17So 

some of his disciples said to one another, “What is 

this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will 

not see me, and again a little while, and you will see 

me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18So 

they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little 

while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 
19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said 

to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, 

what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will 

not see me, and again a little while and you will see 

me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and 

lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be 

sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 
21When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow 

because her hour has come, but when she has 

delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the 

anguish, for joy that a human being has been born 

into the world. 22So also you have sorrow now, but I 

will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and 

no one will take your joy from you.

 

 

The Second Article. 

 

Of Redemption. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into 

hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 

 

What does this mean?--Answer. 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

Virgin Mary, is my Lord, and that He has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 

won [delivered] me from all sins, from death, and 

from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, 

but with His holy, precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death, in order that I may be 

His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and 

serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, 

and blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly 

true.

 

  



The Third Article. 

 

Of Sanctification. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

 the holy Christian Church, 

 the communion of saints; 

 the forgiveness of sins; 

 the resurrection of the body; 

 and the life everlasting. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this mean?--Answer. 

 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; 

 

but the Holy Spirit has  

called me by the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith; 

 

even as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 

the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it 

with Jesus Christ in the one true faith; 

 

in which Christian Church He forgives daily and 

richly all sins to me and all believers, 

 

and at the last day will raise up me and all the dead, 

 

and will give to me and to all believers in Christ 

everlasting life. 

 

This is most certainly true.

 

III. The Lord's Prayer 

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple 

way to his household. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven. 

 

 

What does this mean?--Answer. 

 

God would thereby [with this little introduction] 

tenderly urge us to believe that He is our true 

Father, and that we are His true children, so that we 

may ask Him confidently with all assurance, as dear 

children ask their dear father. 

 

The First Petition. 
Hallowed be Thy name. 

 

What does this mean?--Answer. 

 

God's name is indeed holy in itself; but we pray in 

this petition that it may become holy among us also. 

 

 

How is this done?--Answer. 

 

When the Word of God is taught in its truth and 

purity, and we as the children of God also lead holy 

lives in accordance with it. To this end help us, dear 

Father in heaven. But he that teaches and lives 

otherwise than God's Word teaches profanes the 

name of God among us. From this preserve us, 

Heavenly Father. 

 

The Second Petition. 
Thy kingdom come. 

 

What does this mean?--Answer. 

 

The kingdom of God comes indeed without our 

prayer, of itself; but we pray in this petition that it 

may come unto us also. 

 

How is this done?--Answer. 

 

When our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, 

so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and 

lead a godly life here in time and yonder in eternity. 

  



 

The Third Petition. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

What does this mean?--Answer. 

 

The good and gracious will of God is done indeed 

without our prayer; but we pray in this petition that 

it may be done among us also. 

 

How is this done?--Answer. 

When God breaks and hinders every evil counsel 

and will which would not let us hallow the name of 

God nor let His kingdom come, such as the will of 

the devil, the world, and our flesh; but strengthens 

and keeps us steadfast in His Word and in faith unto 

our end. This is His gracious and good will. 

 

 

768 To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray 

1 To God the Holy Spirit let us pray 

For the true faith needed on our way 

That He may defend us when life is ending 

And from exile home we are wending. 

    Lord, have mercy! 

 

2 O sweetest Love, Your grace on us bestow; 

Set our hearts with sacred fire aglow 

That with hearts united we love each other, 

Ev’ry stranger, sister, and brother. 

    Lord, have mercy! 

 

3 Transcendent Comfort in our ev’ry need, 

Help us neither scorn nor death to heed 

That we may not falter nor courage fail us 

When the foe shall taunt and assail us. 

    Lord, have mercy! 

 

4 Shine in our hearts, O Spirit, precious light; 

Teach us Jesus Christ to know aright 

That we may abide in the Lord who bought us, 

Till to our true home He has brought us. 

    Lord, have mercy! 
 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 
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597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying 

1 Water, blood, and Spirit crying, 

By their witness testifying 

To the One whose death-defying 

    Life has come, with life for all. 

 

2 In a wat’ry grave are buried 

All our sins that Jesus carried; 

Christ, the Ark of Life, has ferried 

    Us across death’s raging flood. 

 

3 Dark the way, yet Christ precedes us, 

Past the scowl of death He leads us; 

Spreads a table where He feeds us 

    With His body and His blood. 

 

4 Though around us death is seething, 

God, His two-edged sword unsheathing, 

By His Spirit life is breathing 

    Through the living, active Word. 

 

5 Spirit, water, blood entreating, 

Working faith and its completing 

In the One whose death-defeating 

    Life has come, with life for all. 
 

© 1999 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
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