
Hearing the Word-The Parable of the Lost Sons and the Loving Father– Lent 4 C 

 

The Large Blocks of Luke: 

 

Luke 1-4:13  Jesus, the Son of God, the Savior of the World 

Luke 4:14-9:50 Jesus Brings the Kingdom of God to the Children of Israel 

Luke 9:51-19:27 Jesus Teaches the Kingdom of God along the Way to Jerusalem 

Luke 19:28-23:56 Jesus Establishes the Kingdom of God in Jerusalem 

Luke 24 Jesus Reigns From Jerusalem to the Ends of the Cosmos 

 

Luke 20 
9And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants and went into another 

country for a long while. 10When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the 

fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11And he sent another servant. But they 

also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12And he sent yet a third. This one also they 

wounded and cast out. 13Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they 

will respect him.’ 14But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the 

inheritance may be ours.’ 15And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the 

vineyard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, 

they said, “Surely not!”  
17But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone’? 

18“Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

19The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this 

parable against them, but they feared the people. 20So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that 

they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.  

 

 Jesus Establishes the Kingdom of God in Jeruslaem-The big picture of 19:28-23:56 

o Immediately previous context 

 Triumphal Entry-Palm Sunday 

 Controversy over Authority and John the Baptist’s ministry 

o Immediately following context 

 Temple debates 

 Eschatological Discourse 

 Passion Narrative 

 

Jesus address His parable regarding Authority to “the people”. Why? 

 

“A man planted a vineyard…” Consider the vineyard background found in Isaiah 5:1-30 

 

Significant details: 

“A man/owner” – Brain storm a list of possible referents for the “man” in Jesus’ parable. 

 

“A vineyard” -- Brain storm a list of possible referents for the “vineyard” in Jesus’ parable. 

 

“tenants” -- Brain storm a list of possible referents for the “tenants” in Jesus’ parable. 

 

“servants” -- Brain storm a list of possible referents for the “servants” in Jesus’ parable. 

 

“fruit” -- Brain storm a list of possible referents for the “fruit” in Jesus’ parable. 

 



“The man/owner” is away – what does this mean? How does this kind of owner tenant relationship work in our 

regular mode of operations, does this help us appreciate the dynamics of the parable? 

 

“When the time came” What time? 

 

What is Jesus implying with regard to the owner, the tenants, the servants, the fruit, and the son? 

 

What is Jesus’ judgement on the tenants? How does it compare with Isaiah 5?  

 

Is Jesus being properly understood by His hearers? Are they getting the message He is intending to 

communicate, or are they misunderstanding Him? What evidence does the text give you one way or another? 

 

Read Psalm 118 

 Note the Suffering in verses 1-13 

 Note the redemption/resurrection language beginning in verse 14 

 Note especially verses 22-26 in context with our passage 

 

How does Jesus reference to Psalm 118 work in the context of the parable?  

 Holy Week (Palm Sunday-Easter)? 

 God’s wider plan? 

 “Law and Gospel” 

“Death and Resurrection”  
 

 Who is the parable spoken against?  
 

What are some of the challenges with bringing this parable into the present day Christian congregation? Who is 

the Risen Christ speaking to in this lesson today and what is He saying?  
 

Do you see any irony in the Scribes and Chief Priest’s response to Jesus’ parable? 
 

Think back to our previous Lenten Gospel lessons: Luke 4:1-11, Luke 13:31-35, Luke 13:1-9, and Luke 15. 

How is the bigger story of Lent unfolding with this Gospel Lesson 

 

 



The Introduction 

Our Father who art in heaven. 

Our Father in heaven. 

  

What does this mean? 

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so 

that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

 

The First Petition 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Hallowed be Your name. 

  

What does this mean? 

God's name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also. 

  

How is God's name kept holy? 

God's name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also 

lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to 

God's Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father! 

 

The Second Petition 

Thy kingdom come. 

Your kingdom come. 

  

What does this mean? 

The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us 

also. 

  

How does God's kingdom come? 

God's kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His 

holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 

 

The Third Petition 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

  

What does this mean? 

The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done 

among us also. 

  

How is God's will done? 

God's will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful 

nature, which do not want us to hallow God's name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and 

keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will. 
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