
Hearing the Word-The Parable of the Lost Sons and the Loving Father– Lent 4 C 

 

The Large Blocks of Luke: 

 

Luke 1-4:13  Jesus, the Son of God, the Savior of the World 

Luke 4:14-9:50 Jesus Brings the Kingdom of God to the Children of Israel 

Luke 9:51-19:27 Jesus Teaches the Kingdom of God along the Way to Jerusalem 

Luke 19:28-23:56 Jesus Establishes the Kingdom of God in Jerusalem 

Luke 24 Jesus Reigns From Jerusalem to the Ends of the Cosmos 

 

Luke 15 
1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus].  

2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
3So he told them this parable:  
11And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 

give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many 

days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered 

his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and 

he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 

into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 

anything. 
17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough 

bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your 

hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 

and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his 

servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And 

bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 

was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 

dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your 

brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 

sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his 

father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave 

me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who has devoured 

your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always 

with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 

and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

 

 Luke’s Travel Section -The big picture of 9:51-19:27 

 

What do we know of the Tax Collectors and Sinners in Luke to this point? 

ESV Luke 3:12  Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, "Teacher, what shall we do?" 

 27 After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to him, 

"Follow me." 

ESV Luke 5:29  And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors 

and others reclining at table with them. 

ESV Luke 5:30  And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and 

drink with tax collectors and sinners?" 

ESV Luke 7:29  (When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been 

baptized with the baptism of John, 



ESV Luke 7:34  The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look at him! A glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' 

ESV Luke 15:1  Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 

 

What do we know of the Pharisees and Scribes to this point, particularly when they are named together? 

ESV Luke 5:21  And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, "Who is this who speaks 

blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 

ESV Luke 5:30  And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and 

drink with tax collectors and sinners?" 

ESV Luke 6:7  And the scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath, so 

that they might find a reason to accuse him. 

ESV Luke 11:53  As he went away from there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him hard and to 

provoke him to speak about many things, 

 

Significant details: 

“Grumbled” – What dots connect in the bible with Grumbing 

 

“Table Fellowship” – What does this mean? 

 

The third parable of Luke 15, read the entire chapter and compare the first two stories with the one we have for 

today. What is the same what is different? How does the larger context shape our reading/hearing of today’s 

reading? 

 

What is the social force of the Younger Son’s request? How does the Younger son view his relationship with 

his father? 

 

What does it mean for the Father to grant the request? For the Older Son? How does the Older Son respond? 

 

Describe the picture Jesus paints of the younger son’s circumstances? 

 

How do you understand the phrase, “When he came to himself”? – What has happened? What will he say to his 

father and why? What is he looking for? 

 

What is the meaning for the Father’s actions? Think about the village setting of the house and household? 

 

What does the son say? Why? What does the Father say? Why? What is the impact of the father’s words? 

 

What is the effect of the older son’s refusal to come into the house and of the father’s going out to him? 

 

How does the older son view his relationship with his father? Compare this with your previous answer 

regarding the younger son’s attitude at the beginning of the parable. 

 

What is the father’s attitude regarding each of his sons? 

 

How does the parable clarify Jesus’ actions in verses 1-2 

 

What is the point of the parable? 

 

Other Questions? 

What portions of the Catechism would you suggest are significant in the context of this parable? 



Hymn of the Day: As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered  LSB 612 

 
© 1992 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010119. 

© 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010119. 

 

Children's Hymn: God Loved the World So That He Gave  LSB 571 

 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
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